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Revd Canon Peter Walley writes...

Autumn has very definitely arrived. We are past 
the autumn equinox; the days are getting ever 
shorter and the leaves are changing colour fast.

For those of us who find the shorter days a 
depressing thought, we need to take heart that 
spring will return. 

For now, let us be content that harvests have 
been safely gathered in. But how are those 
harvests going to be shared? Will our society 
truly ‘build back better’? Will we as a nation 
share our bounty with poorer nations in new and 
life-changing ways?

It has been amazing to see how different 
communities up and down Derbyshire have 
responded to the immediate needs of the 
refugees coming in from Afghanistan.

The more difficult thing maybe is to put out the 
hand of friendship as these families settle in our 
communities. 

We may not speak their language, we won’t ever 
understand fully the experiences they have gone 
through, but as Christians we have the example 
of the Good Samaritan to follow. We need to 
overcome our fear of difference.

Jesus used this story to emphasise that our 
neighbour is literally anyone, not just our kith and 
kin. That was shocking for the crowds to hear in 
Jesus’ day and it might be uncomfortable for us, 
but as the prophet Micah said in the well-known 
verse:

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And 
what does the LORD require of you? To act justly 
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 
God. (Micah 6:8).

As Christian communities here in Derbyshire let 
us take every opportunity to answer this call to 
sacrificial love. 

And a prayer for us all:

Gracious God, 
in your mercy, and for your glory,  
renew us, reshape us, revive us –  
generous love, courageous hope  
and life-giving love –  
that in transformed lives, through growing church 
and building community,  
we may see your Kingdom come and be good 
news for all.  
Amen.

Peter

The Revd Canon Peter Walley 
Acting Archdeacon of Derby



“Oh no!” said the best man, fumbling 
through his pockets,  
“We’d better call for Juliet!”

The bride looked confused, then somewhat 
worried. Surely the best man hadn’t forgotten the 
rings. And who on earth was Juliet?
The bride wasn’t in on it. She didn’t know what 
was about to happen. Her groom had planned a 
surprise. 
In the confusion, he slipped his hand into a white 
leather gauntlet and held it out towards Juliet. 
She made her way up the aisle of church. Silent 
and graceful. She arrived at the groom’s hand 
and yes, she had the rings safe. Once they had 
been retrieved, the most beautiful ring bearer I’ve 
had the privilege to meet took off and went back 
down the aisle to her dad!
Juliet is a barn owl.
When I meet with wedding couples, I always 
emphasise that this is their wedding and part 
of my role is to make it what they’ve always 
dreamed of. Well usually what the bride has 
dreamed of … probably since she was five years 
old! Yes, we have the legal words to say, and 
a listed building which cannot be significantly 
changed, but beyond that, it’s their special day.

I’ve said many times, 
“if you want ... well ... 
an owl to bring the 
rings in, that’s fine.” 
I think secretly what 
I’ve always meant is, 
“please why don’t you 
have an owl bring the 
rings in?”
In the past I’ve had children bearing the 
rings on a special cushion (tied on with ribbons 
for safety) or the family dog bring them in, but no 
one has taken me up on the owl ... well, not until 
Richard decided it would be a special surprise 
for Tracy.
Juliet was a late addition to the plans, known 
only to the groom, best man, verger and myself. 
Watching her fly into church was magnificent, 
having the opportunity hold her and pet her was 
way beyond my expectation.
My thanks to Mr and Mrs Crummack for allowing 
me to be part of their wedding day and for 
fulfilling one long-held dream.
I wonder what I will say to the next new wedding 
couple ... watch this space!

Revd Joanna Morris, Rector of Whittington, 
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The next experiential Art of Spiritual 
Accompaniment course begins in March 2022 for  
both lay and ordained people exploring listening, 
prayer and discernment seeking to determine 
whether God might be calling them to the ministry 
of accompanying others in their spiritual journey. 

It consists of four face-to-face Saturdays and 11 

evening Zoom sessions. The sessions include 
space and silence, an exploration of different 
ways of praying, practical listening skills in triads, 
reflection time in small groups and teaching 
about spiritual traditions and good practice.

For more information, please contact  
nicky.fenton@bishopofderby.org.

Art of Spiritual Accompaniment course

Greetings from down 
under
Many times on my journey to ordination and in 
ordained ministry I have had cause to think that I 
didn’t really know what I was embarking upon, and 
on at least some of those occasions, reflected it is 
perhaps a good job I didn’t know what God had in 
store!

Our antipodean adventure reflects both of those sentiments as we find 
ourselves in this glorious country with amazing opportunities in a state of continual 
surprise and occasional bewilderment. Australia is a very diverse country and the dialects 
rich and varied with the majority of folk we meet being fellow immigrants with families dispersed 
around the globe.  We arrived naively, by invitation, thinking we shared a language but completely 
underestimating the enormous culture change we faced. 

It was, therefore, a particular joy to be commissioned as school chaplain last week by the Archbishop 
of Perth ,The Most Reverend  Kay Goldsworthy AO. The service took place in the school multipurpose 
hall with all 1200 students and 145 staff  and included the students presenting me with tools of my 
trade, including a framed school roll. It was awe inspiring to contemplate the names as I looked out 
on a sea of smiling faces. The prefects were exemplary in their roles as welcomers to the visiting 
dignitaries and the choir was joyous. The senior students had produced a delicious buffet and, being 
Australia, the sun shone brightly. 

Schools have a great ability to keep ones’ feet on the ground though so by lunch time it was 
business as usual, with me making up the numbers at junior school barn dancing and observing the 
senior marine biology students’ dissection class. My days are structured around the four chapels or 
assemblies that happen each week, interspersed with contributing in classes and the myriad pastoral 
situations that such a large group experiences. The school chapel is used as a parish church at 
weekends and the congregation is kind and supportive to me and to the school. The Anglican church 
here has many delightfully familiar liturgies and practices but unsurprisingly does not have so many 
ancient and beautiful church buildings.

I reflect both gratefully and fondly on my ‘sending ‘ diocese and remain indebted to those that have 
fostered my vocation ,in particular, my training incumbent whose wisdom is still an oft used resource, 
both historic and in the here and now. We follow the fortunes of our parish and home in the Covid 
travails and pray for your ongoing renewal.

Blessings to you all 

Reverend Caro



Share your stories with us
We would love to hear your stories and ideas and 
share with others around the diocese. If you’d like 
to feature in Our Diocese Together or the E-news 

email communications@derby.anglican.org  
including your contact information and  

photographs to support your story. 

Bishop Libby has announced the appointment of 
Ian Blaney of Lee Bolton Monier-Williams as the 
next Registrar of the Diocese of Derby and her 
Legal Secretary, following the retirement of Nadine 
Waldron.

The appointment takes effect on 1 October 2021 
and all Registry enquiries should be directed to the 
new registrar from that date. 

Ian will be supported by three deputy registrars, 
Howard Dellar, Susan Newell & Ed Henderson 
who each have their own specialist expertise. 
Susan Black is to be the principal registry clerk, 
supported by Kevin Diamond.  

Ian Blaney, our new 
Diocesan Registrar

St Nick’s Allestree borrowed the diocesan marquee 
over the summer to provide an outdoor, fully 
ventilated space on the lovely church lawn. 
Every week in the summer holidays, they ran a 
family fun morning with crafts, games and activities 
for anyone to drop in, plus a free picnic lunch. 
They provided over 400 picnic lunches over the 
summer! Special thanks to Derby Food 4 Thought 
Alliance for their help.
If that wasn’t enough food, every month since 
June, a Seniors Afternoon Tea has been held 
outdoors with cakes and refreshments donated by 
church members. 
Many have said how much they’ve appreciated 
being able to attend and catch up with friends.

Summer fun in Allestree

This year’s Farmers’ Harvest Thanksgiving will 
take place at 2.30pm on Sunday, 17 October at 
the Agricultural Business Centre, Bakewell, DE45 
1AH. 

Bishop Libby will be the guest speaker,  Bel 
Canto and St Anne’s Choir from Baslow will lift the 
worship, and Derbyshire Poet Philip Holland will 
creatively capture the farming year as thanks are 
given to God for His provision and care in these 
challenging times. 

Farmers’ Harvest Thanksgiving, Bakewell

Safeguarding Sunday
Protecting vulnerable people is at the heart of 
the Christian message. Safeguarding Sunday 
is all about creating an opportunity for churches 
to show their communities that they take this 
responsibility seriously.

It’s your chance, as a church, to use your regular 
Sunday service to explore together what safer 
places look like, and to thank all those working 
behind the scenes to make our churches safer 
for all.

Free resources are available on thirtyoneeight.org 
and a short sermon by Bishop Jonathan Gibbs, 
Lead Bishop for Safeguarding, is available on 
churchofengland.org

Hannah Hogg, Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor, 
said: “Safeguarding Sunday is a great opportunity 
to think about what a safer church looks like and 
to thank those in our church communities who 
help make our churches safer for all. We hope 
you will find the opportunity to mark it in some 
way.”

October Diary



The Bishop of Derby’s Harvest 
Appeal 2021

St Elizabeth’s Hostel in Kolkata, India is the focus 
of this year's Harvest Appeal, which will run from 
September to the end of December. The Diocese 
of Derby has a long mutual association with the 
Church of North India, not least through schools 
links over many decades.

Drawn from some of the poorest slums in the 
city, St Elizabeth’s is a refuge for up to 86 girls at 
any one time. Sometimes homeless and always 
underprivileged, the girls at the hostel are provided 
with accommodation, food, clothing and other basic 
necessities as well as an education up to Higher 
Secondary level. As a result of the pandemic, 
financial support has either been cut or is at severe 
risk in what are sometimes considered as low 
priority areas such as girls’ education - Bishop 
Libby is determined that the long-term development 
of girls at St Elizabeth’s should continue.

Education helps them overcome social and 

financial challenges and to access jobs and income 
that will enable them to live independently and 
sustain themselves

Without the support of St Elizabeth’s, most 
of the girls would receive no education at all, 
making it likely they would remain in poverty like 
many thousands of other girls and vulnerable to 
exploitation, often by the sex trade.

Bishop Libby said: “Many of these girls come 
from truly desperate situations, and lacking the 
basic tools to be able to change their situation. St 
Elizabeth’s work is so inspiring – a shining example 
of our partners in the Church of North India making 
known the good news of the Kingdom of God. 
The joy and opportunity it brings is clear to see 
on the faces of these girls, and I know the people 
of Derbyshire will join with us to help us raise the 
money needed to keep this wonderful institution 
alive.”

With desperate poverty and homelessness severely damaging the life chances 
of girls in one of the world’s biggest and poorest slum areas, Bishop Libby has 
launched this year’s Harvest Appeal to raise thousands of pounds towards their 
housing and basic education.



How to donate
Individual online donations
You can make an online donation to the Bishop’s 
Harvest Appeal at  
www.justgiving.com/campaign/
harvestappeal2021.
There is the option to Gift Aid these donations.

Church and School donations
Where possible, participating churches and 
schools should send their donations (including 
any reclaimed Gift Aid) by BACS transfer details 
for this transaction are:
Bank acc name: Derby Diocesan Board of 
Finance
Bank acc number: 85463671
Sort code: 60-12-01
Payment Ref: HARVEST2021

When churches / schools send their donation by 
BACS, please email finance@derby.anglican.
org and include payment details – (i) date & (ii) 
amount.
This is important to us, as your email will ensure 
your donation is identified and a “thank you” will 
be sent.

Cheques payable to DDBF Ltd, should be sent 
to;
“The Bishop of Derby’s Harvest Appeal 2021”
c/o Derby Church House
Full Street
Derby, DE1 3DR



Ever wondered what a pioneer or fresh 
expression is? Thought about being 
a children’s leader at church? Had to 
submit a faculty application? Wanted to 
plan a prayer walk in your parish or just 
wanted some ideas to help you tell your 
story as a Christian?

Well, now you can find the answers you 
need! 
Learning in Faith is back! It’s free, it’s online and 
it’s short, sweet and easy to complete.

Learning in Faith was, pre-Covid, the Diocese 
of Derby’s popular series of in-person learning 
opportunities for everyone in our parishes, mostly 
held in our church buildings.

Learning from our experiences over the 
pandemic and listening to people in parishes, we 
realised that there was a real need for training 
that people could access at anytime - making 
it easy to fit round work, family and social 
commitments. 

So our learning is now being moved online, as 
Learning in Faith Bitesize.

E-learning Development Officer Ellie Ballard said: 
“I loved delivering Learning in Faith in person; 
going out and meeting the many wonderful 
people in our parishes who have such great 
stories to tell and a wealth of experience and 

expertise to share. 
Hopefully one day that 
will be possible again.

“Learning is an 
important part of how 
we develop and grow 
as people of God, 
so we were keen to 
start making learning 
available again whilst 
recognising that now 
people are just as 
keen to learn online 
as they are to meet in 
person. 

“Our online Bitesize courses are a way of making 
the information available in manageable chunks, 
and everyone can make use of them and learn 
from home, or wherever they are.”

Learning in Faith Bitesize is a mixture of 
interactive lessons and short videos. At the 
moment, they cover churchwardens, mission, 
discipleship and evangelism, communication, 
community, children and youth work, and 
spirituality and prayer. More lessons are being 
planned and will be added soon.

Don’t worry – there’s no homework!

You can explore Learning in Faith Bitesize at 

derby.anglican.org/lif

Training available when you are

New courses available include Prayer Walking and How to run a children’s church session

E-learning Development 
Officer Ellie Ballard


